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F  Men  were  tb  fearcft 
the  whole  Difpenfary^ 
they  could  not  pitch 
upon  a  Drug  more 
improper  for  a  Tarncca ,  Or  uni- 
verfal  Medicine,  than  Mercury; 
it  being  very  precarious  in  its 
Operation.  The  other  powerful 
Medicines  fhew  a  manifefl  and 
prefent  Effect  •  but  this  may,  by 
flow  Degrees,  lap  the  very  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Life,  as  1  have  made 
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appear  in  this  Treatife ;  and 
therefore  may  be  rank’d  among 
the  flow  Poifons,  if  apply’d  by  an 


unskilful  Hand. 

My  Defign  is  not  to  derogate 
from  the  Virtues  of  Mercury  ;  it 
is,  by  common  Confent,  reckon’d 
among  the  four  Cardinal  Medi¬ 
cines.  I  allow  crude  Mercury 
may  do  great  Service  in  fome 


Cafes :  and  if  I  can  but  convince 

.  •  *  ^ 

the  Reader  fo  far,  that  he  may 
grant  me,  ort  the  other  hand,  it 
may  alfo  do  great  Prejudice,  if 
mifapplied,  I  have  my  End. 

Crude  Mercury  has  been  long 
deem’d  as  the  ultimate  Remedy  in 
the  Iliac  Paffion^  vulgarly  called 
the  Twitting  of  the  Guts.  Brajfa- 
volm ,  Matthiolus ,  Amatus  Unfit  anus ^ 
Hartmannus ,  and  others,  were  bold 
'•  • :  ;  •  enough 


I 


PREFACE.  v 

enough  to  recommend  it  to  be 
given,  a  Scruple  at  a  time,  to 
Children  for  Worms,  and  to  Wo¬ 
men  to  haften  their  Delivery,  at 
a  Time  when  the  common  Opi¬ 
nion  was,  that  it  a  filed  by  a  cer¬ 
tain  occult  deleterious  Quality; 
but  with  thefe  Reftrifitions,  that 
it  may  hurt,  when  given  in  too 
great  a  Quantity,  or  when  the 
Body  abounds  in  bad  Humors ; 
and  that  it  is  lefs  beneficial  to  bi¬ 
lious  and  melancholy,  than  phleg¬ 
matic  Conftitutions. 

This  being  the  Senfe  of  thole 
Authors  who  were  profefled  Ad¬ 
vocates  for  Crude  Mercury,  it  is 
admirable,  the  Author  of  the  an - 
tient  Phyficians  Legacy ,  fhould  pre¬ 
fume  to  recommend  it  in  various 
Complaints,  without  any  Limita- 
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tion,  faying)  be  never  hnem  it  to  do 
my  harm :  And,  for  ought  I  know, 
thele  very  Words  may  have  occa- 
fioned  that  many  Perfons,  of  both 
Sexes,  have  lately  taken  it  for  all 
kinds  of  Diforders.  But  how  true 
thefe  Words  are*  and  what  rifque 

fome  run  in  the  taking  of  it,  I 
leave  the  Reader  to  judge. 

If  proper  Obfervations  had  been 
made  at  the  time  when  this  Me¬ 
thod  of  taking  Crude  Mercury  was 
in  falhionj  in  this  Ifland,  in  the 
laft  Century,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
Examples  of  thofe  then  hurt  by  it, 
would  be  fufficient  to  make  People 
more  wary  at  prefent.  But  left 
this  Fafliion  ftiould  do  more  Mif- 
chief,  or  be  revived  again  at  ano¬ 
ther  Time,  for  want  of  due  Ol> 
fervation,  I  am  determined  to  go 

on 
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on  in  colledHng  all  the  Cafes  I  can, 
in  order  to  fet  this  Matter  in  a 
clear  Light.  And  therefore  1  beg 
the  Favour  of  all,  who  have  the 

\r  •  9  #  V' 

Welfare  of  the  Public  at  heart,  to 
fend  to  the  Publifher  of  this  Pam-? 
phlet,  the  Cafes  where  they  have 
experienced  either  Service  or  Hurt 
from  this  Pradtice ;  which  (hall 
be  acknowledg’d  with  Thanks, 
and  inferted  in  a  future  Treatife 

*  \  5  * 

I  defign  on  this  Subjedt. 

My  Theory,  perhaps,  may  not 
fquare  with  every  one’s  Opinion : 
But  my  Intention  being  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Good  of  the  Public,  an 
Allowance  will,  I  hope,  be  made 
in  my  favour,  lince  I  am  the  lirft 
who  have  ventured  upon  this  diffi¬ 
cult  Task ;  or  if  the  Reader  will 


but  be  fq  kind  to  fulpend  his 

Judg-, 
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Judgment  till  he  knows  a  better 
Solution  for  this  Phenomenon, 


>  r 


I  promile  in  return  not  to  con¬ 
tinue  obftinate  irt  my  prefent  way 
of  Thinking,  if  another  can  give 

a  more 

*  - 

Matter. 
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TREATISE 

ON 

MERCURY,  ®c. 

HE  Public,  as  an  ingenious 
Authorobferves,is  thewifeft 
and  foolifheft  Thing  in  Na¬ 
ture;  it  is  like  a  Body  with 
many  Heads,  one  cf  which 
making  a  great  Buftie  and  Noife,  all  the 
reft  ftare  that  way. 

This  Sentence  is  daily  verified  in  all 
Tranfa&ions  of  Life,  but  more  efpecially 
in  Fashions  of  Dreffes-  though  a  Fa- 
fhion  appears  at  firft  ridiculous,  it  foori 
becomes  familiar,  if  countenanced  by 
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fome  leading  Perfon  ,•  and  the  Prejudice 
againft  it  is  mitigated  or  quite  abolifhed, 
by  the  Opinion  we  have  of  People’s  Un¬ 
demanding,  which  commonly  is  rated  in 

V  * 

Proportion  to  their  Quality  and  Riches. 

The  Manner  of  Cloathing  the  Body 
being  matter  of  no  great  Confequence, 
it  may  be,  that  Man  fuffers  himfelf  to 
be  led  away  fo  eafily,  becaufe  he  doth 
not  give  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  confider 
much  about  it.  But  it  is  very  furprizing, 
that  Fafhions  Ihould  likewife  obtain  in 
Things  which  touch  the  Welfare  of  Man¬ 
kind  in  the  tendered  Part,  I  mean  Me¬ 
dicines. 

The  old  Maxim,  that  what  can  do 
much  good  may  alfo  do  much  harm, 
feems  to  be  quite  forgot,  elfe  People 
would  not  take  Mercury,  one  of  the 
mod  powerful  Medicines  in  Nature,  al- 
mod  for  any  Complaints,  without  con- 
fidering  Age,  Sex,  Conditution,  prefent 
Situation  of  the  Body,  or  all  other 
Circumflances-  it  is  a  fufficient  In¬ 
ducement  for  many  to  follow  this  Pra- 
2  '  •  £tic e, 


dice,  becaufe  it  is  fuch  an  eafy  Remedy, 
and  fome  have  found  Benefit  from  it,  or 
that  it  is  ndw  become  fashionable.  Thus 
Mercury  reigns  triumphant  under  the 
Character  of  a  Panacea,  or  univerfal  Me¬ 
dicine  ,*  and  the  Public  feem  fo  zealous  in 
recommending  this  Darling,  that  I  ex¬ 
pert  it  may  foon  be  preferred  by  the  fair 
Sex  to  their  Clofets  as  a  choice  Cor¬ 
dial. 

I  forefee  many  may  have  the  lefs  re¬ 
gard  for  the  Contents  of  this  Pamphlet, 
thinking  it  to  be  a  PhyficianY  Interefl  to 
write,  right  or  wrong,  againft  fo  bene¬ 
ficial  a  Medicine  $  but  to  obviate  this  Pre¬ 
judice,  I  allure  the  Reader,  that  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  the  Public  was  my  chief  View, 
and  therefore  I  crave  his  Patience  till  he 
has  read  the  whole,  by  which  Time  I 
don’t  doubt  he  will  be  convinced,  that  I 
have  good  Reafons  for  faying,  that  this 
way  of  taking  Mercury  is  a  very  danger¬ 
ous  practice. 

It  is  a  common  Thing  for  People  great¬ 
ly  to  extol  the  Virtues  of  a  new  Medi- 
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cine,  till  Experience  makes  them  wifer. 
But  this  cannot  be  faid  to  be  the  prefent 
Cafe,  for  Mercury  has  been  long  in  ufe, 

j  , 

and  its  good  and  bad  Qualities1  have  been 
fofficiently  difeovered  by  Experience  and 
the  Fire.-  t;'  -  v  f  ;  -  - 

This  Mineral  Fluid  has  been  always 
found  hurtful  to  the  nervous  Syftem * 
which  Confideration  alone  might  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  warn  People  not  to  ufe  it  incon- 
fiderately.  But  for  farther  Satisfaction,- 
I  lhall  canvafs  this  Matter  under  the  three 
following  Heads,  <viz.  ‘  i.  Shewing  the 
Kature  of  Mercury.  2.  Its  manner  of 
operating  in  Human  Bodies.  And,  3: 
Conclude  with  mentioning  fome  Inftan- 
ees  of  its  dreadful  Effects.  "•  •*  ••• 

Mercury  is  by  moft  number’d  amongft 
the  Metals ;  the  Chara&er  by  vvhich  the 
Chymifts  exprefs  it  is  thus  (  $  )  the 
round  Circle  in  the  middle,  the  Alchy- 
mills  fay,  denotes,  that  its  intrinfical 
Parts  are  Gold  ;  the  Semicircle  on  the 
Top  fignifies,  that  itsoutfide  appears  like 
Silver  $  and  the  Crofs  at  the  bottom,  that 
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a  corrofive  Subftance  is  join’d  with  it, 
which  two  Principles  being  removed 
pure  Gold  will  remain,  but  in  a  fluid 
State. 

Next  to  Gold  Mercury  is  the  heavieft 
Metal,  and  the  more  ’tis  freed  from  its 
heterogeneous  Particles,  the  more  pon¬ 
derous  it  grows  j  a  Heat  not  much  more 
intenfethan  that  of  boiling  Water  makes 
it  fly  away  under  the  Appearance  of 
Smoak  ;  it  is  not  malleable,  but  divifible 
into  infinitely  fmall  fpherical  Particles,  and 
incorporates  very  eafily  with  Gold,  Lead, 
Silver  and  Tin.  '  ' 

-  From  its  filver  Colour,  and  confpicu-* 
ous  Mobility,  it  has  been  called  by  the 
Greeks  vfrgctpyupov,  that  is,  Argentum 
Aqtieum ,  or  Aqua  Argent ea j  and  by  the 
Latins ,  Argentum  vimm,  in  Englijh 
Qiiickfilver.  The  Name  of  Mercury  is, 
perhaps,  derived  from  its  Agility,  and 
different  Shapes  it  is  oapable  of,  alluding 
to  the  Character  of  the  Heathen  Deity  of 
that  Name.  '  ! 
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Mercury,  according  to  the  Alchymifts, 
is  the  Proteus  of  Nature  $  a  Liquor  which 
does  not  wet,  a  Water  which  doth  not 
moiften  the  Hands,  upon  which  Metals 
fwim,  like  Wood  upon  Water,  except 
Gold ;  foft  and  flowing,  yet  diflolving 
the  hardeft  Bodies.  IJquor  non  made- 
faciens ,  aqua  mantis  non  bumeUans ,  cui 
metalla  fupernatant ,  ut  aqua  lignum , 
auro  except o,  mollis  &  fiuxilis ,  darijji* 
ma  tamen  Corpora  refolvens.  Mercury* 
they  fay,  is  the  primum  Stamen  of  all 
Metals  $  therefore  many  have  taken  great 
*  pains  to  work  upon  it,  in  order  to  effedi 
by  its  means  the  Transmutation  of  Me¬ 
tals.  Some  call  the  firfl  Principles  of  all 
Metals  Sal,  Sulphur,  and  Mercury, 
which  others  exprefs  by  the  Terms ,  Ter- 
ra ,  Oleum ,  or  Materia  inflammabilis 
dr  aqua.  The  Sal,  they  fay,  is  the 
Body  *of  the  Metal,  the  Sulphur  is  the 
Principle  which  tinges,  and  the  Mercury 
animates  it,  or  adts  in  it,  as  the  Spirit  in 
the  human  Body.'  But  as  it  is  difficult  to 
prove  thefe  Trincipia  by  manual  Opera¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  or  a  priori ,  the  graveft  Writers  oa 
thefe  Matters  confine  themfelves  to  this, 
that  the  prima  materia  of  all  Metals  is  a 
fubtile  un&uous  Fluid,  which  occafions  a 
Confiftence  and  Solidity,  or  Coagulation 
in  fome  folid  Body,  adiing  in  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth  in  the  manner  of  a  fixing 
Vapor.  And  that  this  Vapor  or  Spirit  is 
of  a  fulphurous  acid  Nature,  is  proved  from 
many  Arguments  ,•  for  almoft  all  Mine¬ 
rals  fmell  of  Sulphur,  and  being  put  on 
the  Fire  exhale  an  acid  Steam,  not  unlike 
that  of  common  Sulphur,  when  burnt 
in  the  open  Air.  Befides,  all  Mines 
abound  with  fulphureous  Steams  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  Richnefs  in  Oar,*  and  that 
their  fulphureous  Steams  are  diffufed 
through  the  whole  Globe,  is  plain  from 
the  furprizing  fubterraneous  Phenomena, 
the  burning  Mountains,  and  the  Earth¬ 
quakes,  which  cannot  be  well  accounted 
for  any  othcrwife. 

The  faline  or  earthy  Particles  in  Mer¬ 
cury  are  of  a  very  fine  Texture,  and  on 
account  of  their  Ponderofity  have  been 

thought 
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1  thought  hy  all  Alchymifts  to  come  ueareft. 
the  Purity  of  Gold.  Its  Sulphur  is  of  an 
arfenical  Nature,  highly  pernicious  to 
the  human  Frame,  and  the  mercurial  or 
aqueous  Particles  fo  copious,  that  they 
preferve  it  in  a  fluid  State  j  wherefore 
Ibme  have  attempted,  in  order  to  make 
Mercury  folid,  and  bring  it  to  Maturity, 
as  they  exprefs  it,  to  fix  if,  by  adding 
to  it,  Bodies  abounding  in  fulphureous 
Particles,  as  Lapis.  Calaminaris,  or 
liadix  Curcuma,  which  will  bring 
Mercury  into  a  hard  Subftance,  ting¬ 
ing  it  of  a  yellow  Colour  j  but  when 
brought  to  Fufion  again  the  Mer¬ 
cury  flies  away  from  his  Confine¬ 
ment,  and  leaves  a  yellovvifh  Caput  Mcr- 
timm  behind  it.  No  Proeefs  is  known 
that  will  fix  this  Proteus  fo  as  to  indure 

i 

the  Fire ;  for  let  the  Chymifts  torture 
him  till  he  looks  like  a  pale,  white, 
green,  yellow,  red,  or  any  other  co¬ 
lour’d  Calx  or  Earth,  he  may  eafily  be 
reduced  to  his  primitive  running  State 
again,  as  Mr.  cBoyk  proves  from  number- 

left 


lefs  Proceffes,  and  alL  Cbymifts  knovv, 
Lewenhocky  and  others  who  would  ra¬ 
ther  truft  to  the  Information  of  their  Sen- 
fes,  have  found  by  Infpe&ion  with  their 
Microfcopes  ,  that  though  Mercury  be 
tortured  ever  fo  much  by  Fire*  or  the 
Corrofivenefs  oT  Salt s,  its  Particles  al¬ 
ways.  retain  a  fpherical  Figure.  But 
Cheyne  in  his  Effay  on  Fevers  thinks, 
that  Mercury  may  come  to  change  its 
Sphericity,  from  the  following  Reafon, 
that  whenever  the  Gravity  of  mercurial 
Particles  is  equal  to  the  Medium  they  are 
fulpended  in,  they  will  receive  the  Fi¬ 
gure  the  Motion  of  the  Medium  can  im¬ 
print  on  them.  That  Mercury  may  be 
brought  to  this  State,  he  proves,  becaufe 
by  pounding  Mercury  in  common  Water 
its  Weight  diminilhes,  and  the  Water  is 
tinged.  'Tis  cRoerhaves  Opinion,  that  Mer¬ 
cury  is  compofed  of  fmall  Globules  divi¬ 
sible  ad  Hfinitumy  in  which  the  chimeri¬ 
cal  Principles  of  Aqua ,  Saly&  Oleum^^vQ 
fo  interwoven,  that  by  no  Art  they  can 
be  feparated  from  each  other;  v 
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The  two  Principles  however,  which 
plainly  difeover  therofelves  in  Mercury, 
are  Sulphur  and  Earth.  That  this  Sul¬ 
phur  produces  an  arfenical  or  poifonous 
Effeft,  fufficiently  appears  from  Experi¬ 
ence.  I  do  not  however  fuppofe  any  oc¬ 
cult,  deleterious  Quality  in  it  mote  than 
any  other  ;  but  as  it  is  very  fubtile,  and 
animated  by  the  impelling  Force  of  the 
fmall  globular  Particles  of  Mercury,  thefe 
two  Powers  adt  in  a  compound  Ratio  of 
the  Velofity  of  the  Sulphur,  and  the  Pon- 
derofity  of  the  fpherical  Particles  of  Mer¬ 
cury  join’d  together.  This  Phenomenon 
may  c<eteris  paribus  be  compared  to  the 
Explolion  of  a  Gun,  and  therefore  the  dif- 
mal  Effedts,  from  taking  down  by  Infpira- 
tion  the  Fumes  of  Mercury,  are  eafily  ac¬ 
counted  for,  by  any  one  who  does  but 
confider,  that  by  means  of  the  Lungs  it 
will  be  convey’d  into  the  Blood.  Miners 
and  Gilders  are  for  this  Rcafon  plagued 
with  many  Diftempers,  as  we  fliall  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  of  them  hereafter;  I 
will  only  add,  that  from  the  Confequen- 

ces 
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ces  we  may  afcertain  there  is  an  arfenical 
Sulphur  in  Mercury. 

A  fubtile  Earth  is  alfo  one  of  its  eon- 
ftituent  Parts,  which  though  in  fo  fmall 
a  Quantity,  that  it  may  be  carry'd  into' 
the  Air  by  a  very  little  Heat,  deferves 
our  Confideration,  in  as  much  as  it  in 
fomelneafure  counterpoifes  the  great  Por¬ 
tion  of  Sulphur;  and  as  all  Kinds  of 
Salts  a  &  upon  Mercury,  the  Chymifts  are 
puzzled  what  to  make  of  it. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  it  appears  from  thefe 
Premifes,  that  the  Activity  of  Mercury 
depends  upon  two  Caufes,  viz.  from  its 
Sulphur  and  Pondus ;  upon  which  Prin¬ 
ciples  I  fhall  build  my  Method  of  Rea- 
foning,  not  troubling  my  felf  about 
Terms. 

Mercury  is  found  in  feveral  Mines  in 
Germany ,  'Bohemia ,  Hungary ,  and  Ita¬ 
ly.  Native  Mercury,  or  that  which  is 
found  feparated  from  its  Oar  by  Nature, 
is  called  Virgin  Mercury ;  they  purge  it, 
by  rubbing  it  with  Salt  and  Vinegar,  or 
ftraiping  it  through  Leather  5  but  it  is 
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commonly  feparated  from  native  Cinn$- 
ber  by  Diftillation ;  which  is  alfo  the 
Way  of  reviving  it. 

The  Ufe  of  Mercury  in  Medicine  was 
hrft  introduced  by  the  Arabians ,  who 
ufed  it  in  the  Itch  and  Leprofy  •  and  from 
a  Parity  of  Reafoning  was  afterwards 
made  ufe  of  by  the  European  Phyficians 
in  the  Venereal  Diftemper.  Jndr.  C<e- 
falpin y  Lib.  IV.  de  Morbo  Gallico ,  has 
the  following  Words:  Simile  ratione 


fanat  inunTtio  ex  argento  Viro.  Reme- 
dium  defumtum  ex  Mefue,  qui  eo  ute - 
latur  ad  fcabiem  craffam.  For  the  fame 
Reafon  ’tis  that  a  mercurial  Undtion  doth 
heal*  a  Remedy  taken  from Mefue^  who 
ufed  it  for  the  thick  Scab.  And  likewife, 
Fenelius  de  Luis  Vener.  curat  per  Hy¬ 
drargyrum ,  Cap.  xvii.  Hujus  enim  if  mi 
avi  iioftri  ex  Arabum  Schola  deducenmty 
quos  conftat  hydrargyrum  ad  Ulcer  a  ma¬ 
ligna  &  cacoethea  coercenda,  atque  ad,. 
Jcabiem  omnem  ficcant  feliciter  ufurpajfe. 
The  Ufe  of  this  our  Anccftors  had  from 
the  Jrabian  Schools,  who  it  is  well 

■  known. 
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known,  made  ufe  of  Quickfilver  to  con¬ 
quer  malignant  and  habitual  Ulcers,  and 
all  Sorts  of  dry  Scabs.  Jacobus  Car - 
penfis  was  thp  firft  who  apply ’d  it  in  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  immediately  after  the 
Neapolitan  Expedition,  by  Charles  VIII. 
King  of  France ;  from  that  Time  the 
Diftemper  was  called  Lues  Venerea  ,• 
and  Jacobus  Carpenfis  ufed  Mercury 
with  fo  good  Succefs,  that  in  a  very 
little  Time  he  acquired  an  immenfe 
Eftate  •  for  befides  a  great  deal  of  Plate, 
he  left  four  hundred  Thoufand  Ducats  to 
his  Heirs,  which  he  had  all  gotten  by 
vending  a  mercurial  Ointment.  Some  fay  a 
Jew  from  Lisbon  difcovered  its  Ufe  in 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  by  chance.  How¬ 
ever,  Mercury  came  foon  fo  much  in 
Vogue,  that  it  was  look’d  upon  as  an 
undoubted  Specific  in  that  Diforder. 

But  this  noble  Medicine  falling  into 
the  Hands  of  unskilful  Empyricks,  it  loft 
greatly  of  its  Reputation,  by  reafon  of 
the  Mifchief  done  by  it ;  wherefore  many 
exclaimed  againftit  as  a  dangerous,  nay, 

*.  ,  m'\  v  *■ 
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poifonous  Medicine,  not  fit  to  be  applied 
to  any  human  Body.  Efpecially  Feme - 
UuSy  in  the  aforefaid  Treatife,  where  he 
declaims  againft  it  as  a  poifonous  Drug. 
And  Joan .  Var  and  tens  ,  Tie  Ltie  Vener . 
alfo  mentions  Mercury  as  a  very  fufpici- 
ous  Medicine,  not  fit  to  be  given,  with¬ 
out  a  great  deal  of  Skill  $nd  Precau¬ 
tion. 

Then  the  Chy mills  went  to  work  in 
order  to  correct  its  deadly  Quality,  by 
a&ual  and  potential  Fires ;  how  well 
they  have  fucceeded,  I  leave  any  one  to 
judge.  And  fome  finding  the  Chymical 
Preparations,  being  much  clogg’d  vvith 
Salts,  very  violent  upon  the  human  Body, 
by  a  conftant,  long  continued  Fire,  cal¬ 
cined  it,  which  is  called  Mercurins  pr#- 
cipitatus  per  fe.  But  this  alfo  being 
found  a  very  rough  Medicine,  perhaps  on 
account  of  the  fiery  Particles  adhering  to 
it,  were  for  throwing  by  all  Preparati¬ 
ons,  and  refolved  to  give  it  without  any 

il 

previous  Preparation  internally,  but  not 
without  joining  Aloes ,  Kbubarb,  Colo~ 

cintbf 


of  Mercury.  15 

chlth,  *1)1  a  grid,  or  fuch  like  Medicines 
with  it,  to  purge  it  off  again.  Even  the 
famous  Ikllufte,  who  fo  mightily  recom¬ 
mends  Mercury  in  fubftance,  mixes  fome 
gentle  Cathartic  with  his  Pills.  Of  the 

a 

like  kind  are  the  Tillula  BarbaroJJa,  or 
Camlet^  from  Hercules  Saxonia ,  the 
Tillula  de  Hydrargyro  Horjiii ,  and 

others. 

A  very  noted  way  of  giving  Mercury 
in  Subftance  is  the  /Ethiopia  Mineralise 
prepared  either  with  or  without  Fire- 
Dr,  Cheyne ,  in  his  Treatife  de  Febribusy 
is  of  Opinion,  it  enters  the  Blood  in  fuch 
quantity  as  to  ouze  out  thro’  the  Pores  of 
the  Skin  •  of  which  he  mentions  an  Ex¬ 
ample  from  his  own  Experience.  How 
much  Deference  foever  may  be  due  to 
that  learned  Gentleman's  Judgment,  yet 
the  common  Opinion  of  the  Moderns  isD 
that  it  enters  the  La&eals  no  more  than 
the  Teftaceous  Powders,  by  reafon  that 
the  mercurial  Particles  are  render’d  too 
grofs  by  the  Adherence  of  the  Sulphur ; 
or  that  if  the  Sulphur  fhould  be  feparated 

from 
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,  i* 

from  the  Mercury  in  the  firft  Palfages,  it 
would  run  together  again,  and  thus  alfo 
be  incapable  of  palling. 

After  thefe  many  Revolutions,  Mer- 

* 

cury  comes  at  laft  to  this  Preferment, 
that  a  late  Author  thinks  it  a  quite  harm- 
lefs  Medicine,  and  recommends  it  for 
an  Afthma,  Pains  of  the  Stomach  and  In- 
teftines,  the  Gravel,  Stone,  Barrennefs,' 
Phthyfick,  d'C.  taken  crude,  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  an  Ounce  Mornings  and  Even* 
ings. 

Though  there  is  no  doubt  this  Practice,' 
which  many  Thoufands  at  prefent  follow^ 
without  proper  Precaution  and  Advice, 
will  fall  by  the  Prejudice  People  will  re¬ 
ceive  from  it,  yet  the  fooner  its  Progrefs 
is  ftopt,  the  more  Mifchief  will  probably 
be  prevented.  Therefore,  as  the  Reader 
has  been  acquainted  with  the  Nature  of 
the  Metal,  I  am  to  tell  him  now,  that 
fome  of  the  Mercury  mull  abfolutely  get 
into  the  Blood,  elfe  it  could  not  produce 
fuch  Effe&s,  as  fome  have  perceived 
from  it.  And  as  fome  have  falivated  by 

taking 
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taking  crude  Mercury  after  the  prefent 
falhionable  manner,  it  is  indifputably 
true,  that  fome  of  the  Mercury  mixes  with 
the  Blood.  Etmulkr  obferves  alfo,  that 
a  Perfon,  who  had  taken  two  Pounds  of 
crude  Mercury  for  a  TaJJio  Iliaca ,  did 
falivate. 

The  Author  mentions  a  Gentleman  at 
Ebjhanty  was  cured  by  it,  of  an  Afthma, 
and  it  cannot  be  difown’d,  that  feveral 
others  have  been  relieved  from  that  Com* 
plaint  Now  an  Afthma  proceeds  from 
a  vifcid  Blood  or  Serum,  which  hinders 
the  Motion,  or  Enlargement  of  the  Ve- 
ficles  of  the  Lungs  ;  and  as  by  that 
Means  the  Paflages  are  ftraitned,  the  Af- 
pera  Arteria ,  Arteria  Tulmonalisy  and 
Vena  Tulmonalisy  are  greatly  depreffed ; 
by  which  means  Infpiration  is  chiefly  im¬ 
paired  ;  Infpiration  feldom,  unlefs  the 
Liver  or  Spleen  be  fchirrhous :  There¬ 
fore  *tis  plain,  that  if  Mercury  acted  only 
as  an  Abforbcnt,  as  fome  pretend,  it  could. 
Hot  be  fo  effectual  in  Afthmas, 


l8  The  UJe  and  Aluje 

Some  have  imagined  that  fo  confidera- 
ble  a  Quantity  circulated  with  the  Blood> 
that  they  fancy’d  they  found  fome  in 
Chamber-Pots*  ‘Platerus  mentions  this 
in  his  Obfervations  ;  but  it  is  probable  it 
might  be  a  female  Cafe,  and  had  dropt 
from  the  Anus.  For  many  have  weighed 
the  Mercury  when  voided,  and  found 
( I  fuppofe  with  an  Allowance  of  a  few 
Grains,  which  are  hardly  taken  notice  of 
in  an  Ounce)  the  fame  Quantity  again. 
.Which  Experiment  contradicts  that  Sup- 
pofition,  not  to  mention  many  Reafons 
which  might  be  alledged  to  the  con-, 
trary. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  fome 
Particles  of  Mercury  enter  into  the  Blood 
to  caufe  thofe  Effects,  therefore  it  will  be 
expected  I  fhould  give  fome  Account  how, 
that  is  performed :  Hoc  opus  hie  labor, 
'And  as  no  Author  has  as  yet  explained 
this  Point,  I  may,  perhaps,  meet  with 
many  Objections  j  wherefore  as  I  advance 
my  Opinion,  with  Submiflion  to  fuperior 
Judgments,  I  hope  the  Publick  will 

think 
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think  well  of  mine,  ’till  a  better  is  pro-' 
duced. 

Some  think,  that  when  the  Mercury 
is  long  detained  in  the  Body,  fome  of  the 
Mercury  is  fqueezed  into  the  Ladeals  ; 
which  Particles,  however,  muft  be  fo 
finall,  as  to  be  fufpended  in  the  Chyle, 
and  cannot  be  in  fuch  Quantity  as  fome 
imagine  ;  elfe  they  would  unite  in  the 
Keceptaculmn  Commune ,  and  be  incapa¬ 
ble  of  producing  any  vifible  Effed  in  the 
Body.  But  this  Hypothefis  meets  with 
this  Difficulty,  that  in  order  to  force  fome 
Mercury  into  the  very  narrow  Orifices  of 
the  Ladeals,  the  Mercury  ought  to  be 
confined,  and  prefled  hard  ;  which  not 
being  pradicable  in  the  Inteftines,  it  is 
thought  difficult  to  conceive.  The  moft 
probable  Method  therefore  to  account  for 
this  Phenomenon,  is  the  following. 

Gonfidering  the  Nature  of  Mercury  as 
above-defcribed,  it  is  not  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  when  it  comes  into  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  it  is  there  aded  upon  by  the  Salts 
in  the  Juices  of  the  Stomach;  which  with 
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the  Aififtance  of  the  natural  Heat  of  the 
Body,  and  periilaltic  Motion,  as  alfo  the 
continual  Adtion  of  the  pedtoral  and  ab¬ 
dominal  Mufcles,  cannot  but  diflolve  fome 
Particles  of  this  Metal.  The  fame  Ope¬ 
ration  is  continued  through  the  whole  Ca¬ 
nal  of  the  Inteflines,  and  there  will  be 
more  or  lefs  of  the  Mercury  diffolved, 
according  to  the  Proportion  of  the  Salts 
contained  in  the  Juices.  , 

This  Theory  is  proved  by  a  common 
Experiment }  which  is,  that  human  Spit¬ 
tle  will  fix  Mercury  fo  far,  as  to  deprive 
it  of  its  running  Quality.  The  Reafon  is, 
becaufe  the  Salts  of  the  Spittle  flick  to 

t.  \  ' 

the  Particles  of  the  Mercury,  and  deprive 
them  of  their  Sphericity,  in  which  their 
Agility  confifled.  And  if  we  farther  caft 
our  Views  back  upon  the  Experiment  of 
a  Solution  of  fome  of  the  Mercury  with 
"Water  only,  void  of  Salts,  we  may  eafily 
conclude  that  of  an  Ounce  of  Mercury 
taken  crude*  there  may  be  diffolved  in  the 
frimeo  vice^  and  carried  by  the  La&eals 
into  tjie  Blood*  at  leaft  3  or  4  Grains* 
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pro  rato,  according  to  the  Difpofition  qf 
the  Juices :  And  this  continued  for  j  or 
6  Weeks,  twice  a  Day,  will  amount  to 

f  « 

about  \  of  an  Ounce  of  the  fineft  and  moft 
a&ive  Particles  of  Mercury,  fent  at  ran. 
dom  into  the  Body,  to  do  there  what 
Execution  Chance  ftiall  direct  them. 

To  prevent  any  ones  Surprize  at  this 
Doctrine,  I  put  the  Reader  in  mind  of 
5  much  harder  Subftance,  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  is  diffolved  by  the  Juices  of 
the  firft  Paflages,  viz.  Steel,  or  Iron, 
which  daily  is  given  in  Subftance  with 
great  Succefs.  ? 

Hear  the  learned  Hoffman ,  in  his  DiC- 
fertation  T)e  Metallurgia  morbifera ,  what 
the  Spirit,  or  moft  fubtle  Parts  of  this 
Metal  is  able  to  do.  This  Spirit,  fays 
he,  which  is  able  to  diflolve  moft  Metals, 
penetrates  through  the  whole  Frame  of 
the  Body,  and  forcing  its  way  through 
the  fmalleft  Paftages,  it  powerfully  dif- 
folves  the  thick  Juices,  tears  the  Con¬ 
texture  of  the  Blood  afunder,  and  di¬ 
vides  the  prima  Stamina  thereof.  It 

alfo 
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alfo  irritates  too  much  the  Membranes, 
Nerves,  and  Fibres,  and  fqueezes  the 
Veil'd  s  placed  between  them,  fo  that 
ftrange  Humours  may  eafily  lodge  there  } 
from  whence  enfue  Rheumatifms,Effufions 
of  Lymphs,  Palfy,  great  Weaknefs,  and 
violent  lhakings  of  the  Nerves.  The 
hurtful  Steam  of  Mercury  doth  not  fpare 
the  Bones  themfelves  j  for  the  Teeth  be-; 
come  loofe  and  carious.  By  its  Pon- 
derofity,  it  as  well  attacks  the  Solids  as 
the  Fluids.  And  laftly,  Mercury  has  a 
particular  Faculty  of  attracting  the  Points 
of  Salts,  and  retaining  them  clofely, 
whofe  Powers  being  combined,  their 
Activity  is  augmented,  whereupon  they 
corrode  or  tear,  or,  atleaft,  violently  ir¬ 
ritate  the  Fibres  of  the  Stomach,  whence 
Convulfions,  Hemorrhages,  Inflammati¬ 
ons,  Gangrenes,  and  deadly  Suppreflions 
of  the  Excrements. 

Gerardus  Goris ,  in  his  Mercurius 
Triumphator,  fays,  that  all  thofe  who 
dig  up  Mercury,  or  work  it  in  the  Fire, 
are  fubjeft  to  horrid  ^Veakneffes  and 

Tremblings 
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Tremblings  of  the  Nerves.  All  fuch 
Miners  are  of  a  livid  Colour,  and  foon 
fell  into  a  Palfy,  or  Convulfions,  and 
lalHy,  are  fuffocated  by  an  Afrhma : 
And  even  the  ftrongeft  Men  cannot  live, 
in  this  Work,  above  four  Years,  but  die 
moil  miferably.  In  Italy  the  Mercury, 
Miners  work  but  fix  Hours  in  a  Day,' 
and  yet  they  foon  grow  paralytick,  and 
die  of  a  hedTtic  Fever.  In  Hungary ,  fome 
Mines  cannot  be  work’d  at  all,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Mercurial  Steams,  which 
fuffocate  moil  that  come  near  them,  A 
certain  Labourer,  who  had  work’d  in 
the  Mines  only  fix  Months,  was  fo  full 
of  Mercury,  that  when  he  took  a  Piece 
of  Gold  into  his  Mouth,  or  rub’d  it  with 
his  Fingers,  it  became  white,  like  Silver  j 
and  he  was  fo  infirm,  that  with  both  his 
Hands  he  could  not  bring  a  Glafs  of 
Beer  to  his  Mouth  without  fpiliing.  Gil¬ 
ders,  Looking  Glafs-makers,  Chymifts,' 
Painters,  and  thofe  who  in  Tern  fe  pa  rate 
the  Gold  and  Silver  from  mineral  Drofs,  by 
means  of  Mercury,  are  expos’d  to  the  like 
Inconveniencies.  I 
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I  forefee  it  will  be  objected,  thofe  Au¬ 
thors  fpeak  of  the  mercurial  Exhalations 
of  the  Mines :  But  pray  what  Difference 
is  there,  whether  the  fineft  tftercurial  Par¬ 
ticles  are  convey’d  into  the  Blood  by  the 
‘Prima  Via,  or  the  Lungs.  All  that  can 
be  faid,  is,  that  perhaps,  the  modern 
Quickfilver-takers  do  not  receive  fo  great 
a  Quantity  of  thefe  Mercurial  Particles,  as 
thofe  that  work  in  the  Mines;  and  as  the 
Quantity  is  lefs,  fo  the  Operation  may  be 
lefs  pernicious,  tho’,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  Mercury  will  operate  in  them  in  the 
fame  manner  in  Proportion. 

Another  Obje&ion  is,  that  as  thefe  Par¬ 
ticles  are  diluted  by  the  Juices  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach  and  Inteftines,  their  deleterious  Fa¬ 
culty  is  thereby  blunted.  But  as  by  means 
of  the  Salts  in  the  Juices  they  are  qualify ’d 
to  be  carry ’d  into  the  Blood,  they  may  at¬ 
tract  in  the  Procefs  of  circulating  in  the 
Blood  and  lymphatic  Vefiels  fuch  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Spicula,  aft'o  become  at  laft  of  a 
corrofive  Nature1,  and  being  grown  too 
bulky  to  pais  through  the  capillary  Vef- 
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fel $,  may  caufe  Obftrudions,  and  confe- 
quently  paralytic  Diforders  or  Tremors 
or  if  an  Eroljon  fhould  happen,  efpecially 
in  the  fmaj^Veflels  of  the  Brain,  may  oc- 
cafion  an  Apoplexy  and  fudden  Death  ? 
And  as  we  are  not  fure  that  in  all  Bodies 
thefe  mercurial  Particles  will  go  off  by 
Perfpiration  or  otherwifc,  we  may  always 
expert  fome  fuch  Effed  at  the  end. 

It  will  he  further  objeded,  that  great 
Benefit  has  been  perceived  from  this  Pra¬ 
ctice  in  Afthmas.  This  fhews  then  plain¬ 
ly,  from  what  I  faid  before  concerning 
the  Theory  of  an  Afthma,  that  the  Mer¬ 
cury  mufi  ad  very  vigoroufly.  And  grant¬ 
ing  this,det  us  fuppofe  this  Adion  had 
been  exerted  in  the  very  fmall  V eflfcls  of 
the  Brain,  or  in  fome  of  thofe  which 
creep  round  the  Nerves*  what  difmai 
Diforders  might  not  there  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  c1  So  that  this  good  Effed  in  Afth-° . 
mas  isowing  to  a  particular  Idiofyncrafis, 
or  State  of  the  Body  or  Chance,  which  no 
Man  in  his  Senfes  could  run  the  rifqiie  of, 
when  fo  great  Evils  might  poifibly  happen. 

E  ~  But 
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But  the  grand  Objection  of  all  Is,  that 
if  Mercury  is  of  fo  dangerous  a  Nature, 
tvhy  doth  it  not,  when  convey’d  into  the 
Blood  in  great  Quantities,  as  is  done  in 
a  Salivation,  produce  likewife  all  thofe 
difmal  Effects,  I  talk  of,  rather  in  a 
greater  Degree? 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  Mercury*  in 

Salivations,  doth  caufe  very  violent 
Effects ;  for  which  Reafon  Perfons  of 
broken  Conftitutions,  and  many  others,' 
are  judged  incurable,  not  being  capable 
to  undergo  the  Operations  of  Mercury, 
left  it  fhould  prove  fatal  to  them*  Moft 
'Authors  and  Practitioners  agree,  that 
’tis  very  dangerous  to  falivate  Perfons 
whofe  Vifcera  are  not  found,  or  if  their 
Subftance  is  infe&ed  with  this  Diftemper ; 
as  alfo  thofe  who  are  fcorbutick,  hypo¬ 
chondriac,  or  fubjed  to  the  Epilepfy, 
Convulfions,  Vertigos,  Tremors,  drc. 

Befides,  the  Body  is  generally  prepared 
for  Salivation  by  Bleeding  and  Purging : 
Warm  Baths  are  alfo  by  fome  orderedj 
to  fupple  the  Parts,  and  render  them 

yielding 
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yielding  and  pliable.  Notwithftanding 
all  thefe  Precautions,  very  difmal  Symp¬ 
toms  often  attend  it  j  as  Fevers,  violent 
Cholics,  Diarrheas,  Dyfenteries,  Swel¬ 
lings  and  Erofions  of  the  Glands,  terrible 
Head-achs,  Vertigos,  Tremors,  Deli¬ 
riums,  Convulfions,  and  often  Death 
clofes  the  Rear. 

For  this  Reafon  no  body  ventures 
upon  a  Salivation  without  a  skilful  Afli- 
ftant.  But  that  Mercury,  thus  thrown 
into  the  Body,  doth  not  produce  the 
fame  Effects,  as  by  the  modern  Way 
of  taking  it,  is  becaufe  it  doth  not  pene¬ 
trate  fo  far,  therefore  cannot  lodge  in 
the  Parts  where  the  Scene  of  thofe 
Symptoms  lies:  For  neither  the  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the  Mercury,  when  convey’d 
into  the  Body  by  Un&ion,  nor  thofe 
of  Calomel,  or  any  other  Preparation, 
can  be  imagined  to  be  fo  fmall  as  thofe 
prepared  by  the  fine  Salts  of  the  Body. 
That  the  Mercury  in.  a  Salivation  does 
not  enter  into  the  Minima ,  is  plain  from 
its  not  proving  an  infallible  Remedy  in 
i  E  ,2  the 
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the  Pox,  nor  curing  paralytick  Difor- 
ders,  which  are  faid  to  proceed  from 
GbflruCtions  of  the  fmall  Vdlels  that  wind 
about  the  Nerves ;  but  that  Mercury* 
when  diiTolved  into  a  Vapor,  or  its 
Minima ,  penetrates  there,  is  feen  from 
its  EffeCi  upon  Miners,  Gilders,  Looking- 
Glafs  Makers,  Befides,  the  Mercury 
caufes  the  Juices  fo  to  gallop  about  in 
the  Salivation,  that  by  reafon  of  the 
Tenfion  of  the  greater  Veffels,  the 
fmaller  are  fo  contracted,  that  they  grow 

too  narrow  to  admit  the  Globules  of  the 

*•  *  .  /  ■ . 

Mercury  5  for  which  Reafon  a  very  high 
Salivation  is  not  accounted  a  fecure  Way 
of  curing  a  Pox. 

And,  laftly,  after  the  Salivation  is 
over.  Care  is  taken  to  bring  away  all  the 
Mercury  by  proper  Evacuations*  and 
if  any  fliould  remain,  which  fometimes 
happens  in  fome  Weak,  diftemper’d 
Part,  it  will  not  fail  caufing  Pain  •  or3 
according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Part,  the 
Mifchiefs  Femlius  and  others  mention. 


I 


I  ftiould  alfo  take  notice  of  the  famous 
Monpelier  Pra&ice,  of  curing  the  Pox  by 
Mercurial  Platers  or  Ointments,  without 
Salivation:  But  as  this  is  only  a  kind 

t  *  \  \  * 1  k  ■  ; 

of  Undion  in  a  lefs  Degree,  becaufe 
it  fometimes  caufes  Salivation,  therefore 
the  fame  Anfwer  will  ferve  in  this  Cafe. 

And  the  Difference  there  is  in  the 
Operation  of  Mercury,  when  it  ads  as  in 
its  Mmrtuiy  or  in  grolfer  Particles,  is 
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plain  from  the  Mercurial  Girdle,  which 
frequently  caufes  Tremors,  Convulsions, 
and  Pallies  j  whereas  ten  times  the  Weight 
of  Mercury,  convey’d  into  the  Body  by 
Undipn  or  internal  Medicines,  would 
not  have  caufed  the  like  Eifed. 

i 

Fernelius ,  fpeaking  about  the  Ufe 
of  Mercury,  fays,  that  fome  after  they 
had  ufed  it  had  been  fubjeft  to  Vertigos, 

*  ikf 

fome  were  grown  mad,  others  remained 
with  a  Tremor  of  their  Hands,  Legs  and 
Body,  that  they  could  hardly  walk.  He 
tells  you  afterwards  the  following  Story, 
which,  if  he  were  not  an  Author  of  sood 
Credit,  I  fhould  fcruple  relating  it  after 

him. 
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him.  I’ll  tranilate  it  for  the  Eafe  of  the 
Reader.  A  Perfon  who  had  been  well 
ten  Years,  after  the  Ufe  of  Mercury, 
perceived  a  great  Pain  in  his  Forehead, 
which  continuing  a  long  time,  the 
Cranium  began  to  putrify,  and  drop  away 
by  bits  j  then  the  Meninges  and  the  Brain 
it  felf  fuppurated,  from  whence  a  great 
Quantity  of  ‘Pus  iffued  forth,  for  feveral 
Months  j  as  alfo  from  the  Angles  of  both 
Eyes :  AH  his  Teeth  dropt  out.  He  had 
no  Fever,  nor  any  confiderahle  Naufea- 
tingj  but  when  the  Ulcer  reach’d  the 
Ventricle  of  the  Brain,  the  miferable. 
Wretch  died  in  great  Torment. 

'Tralli an  found  in  feveral  Bodies  he 
differed,  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Mer¬ 
cury  in  the  Cranium ,  and  Joints  of  the. 
Shoulders  and  Arms.  Georgius  Gar- 
nerus  opening  the  Head  of  one  who  had; 
taken  Mercury,  found  fome  running 
Mercury  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain. 
Fallopius  fays,  he  faw  Perfons  who  had, 
been  anointed  with  Mercury  four  Years 
before^  and  upon  their  getting  gummous 

Excref- 


Excrefcencies  in  the  Forehead  and. 
Shins,  the  Bone  being  laid  bare,  he 
found  fome  Mercury  colle&ed  there.  And 
Authors  are  full  of  Stories  of  this  kind ; 
which  I  own  may,  in  great  meafure,  be 
owing  to  the  Unskilfulnefs  of  the  Perfon 
who  conducted  the  Operation.  How¬ 
ever,  it  proves  this,  that  Mercury  lodged 
in  the  Body,  will  not  always  come 
away,  but  fometimes  remain  there,  and 
caufe  difmal  Symptoms,  and  often  many 
Years  after.  For  after  Salivation,  tho* 
It  be  performed  with  all  the  Skill  ima¬ 
ginable,  and  when  all  is  over,  Sudori- 
fics  and  Cathartics  are  given  to  evacuate 
the  remaining  Mercurial  Particles,  yet 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  Precautions, 
fome  Perfons  remain  with  a  fix’d  Pain 
in  fome  Joint  or  other ;  doubtlefs  from 
Mercurial  Particles  lodged  in  the  Ca¬ 
pillaries  thereabouts. 

y.  Varandxus,  when  he  fpeaks  of 
Mercury,  gives  thefe  Cautions  concerning 
the  ufing  of  it.  It  ought  not  to  be  given, 
fays  he,  to  old  Perfons,  to  Paralytic!., 


i  K  '■  * 

or  thofe  who  have  weak  Nerves  j  nor  to 
thofe  who  are  fubjedt  to  Quindies  and  Fe¬ 
vers,  or  to  Perfons  of  a  thin  Habit*  By 
which  he  means,  that  Mercury  is  per¬ 
nicious  to  all  whofe  Vifcera  are  not  found 
and  ftrong  ;  and  when  I  think  on  it,  that 
many  under  the  forementioned  Circum- 
ftances  do  gorge  down  Mercury,  I  am 
in  a  Maze  at  their  Ralhnefs. 

But  to  be  a  little  more  particular  upon 
thofe  Cafes.  Old  Peoples  Vifcera  are 
decay’d,  many  of  their  fmall  Veflels  are 
worn  out,  and  others  obftructed ;  if 
Mercury  is  convey’d  into  fuch  a  Body, 
what  can  you  expedt  but  Erolions  and 
.Tearings,  or  Oppilations  of  the  Ca¬ 
pillaries,  from  whence  Hemorrhages, 
local  Aches,  paralytic  Diforders,  and 
if  the  Scene  of  Adtion  is  in  the  Brain, 
Eofs  of  Memory,  and  the  intelledtual 
Faculties,  Apoplexies,  nay,  Madnefs  it 
felf. 

Think  not  I  am  fpeaking  only  of  thofe 
who  are  60  or  70,  or  more  Years  old: 
No,  when  the  Body  is  worn  out,  the 
2  Perfon 
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Perfon  is  juftly  rank’d  among  the  Old  : 
And  therefore  fome  very  young  Perfons, 
old  in  Conftitution,  ought  to  take  Mercury 
with  as  much  Caution,  as  thofe  older  ini 
Years.  I  muft  carry  this  Confideratioit 
yet  farther,  and  tell  you,  that  one  par¬ 
ticular  Vifcus  not  being  tight  found,  tho* 
the  Body  appear  to  be  ftrong  and  vigo¬ 
rous^  innumerable  Evils  may  be  brought 
on  by  the  violent  Operation  of  Mercury, 
when  leaft^xpe&edo  Befides,  the  Glo¬ 
bules  of  the^iood  are  lefs  folid  in  thefe 
Perfons,  and  vby  the  Force  of  Mercury 
ivill  be  yet  more  divided,  and  rcndred 
incapable  6f  refilling  the  Impulfe  of  the 
Solids,  from  whence  hectic  Diforders  muft 
neceflarily  enfue. 

I  remember  the  Story  of  a  Perfon  who 
did  not  care  to  ftir  out  of  his  Bed  for  fear 
of  wrenching  or  tearing  fome  capillary 
Velfel  of  his  Body  ;  and  indeed  I  fnould 
not  have  thought  his  Apprehenfion  very 
ridiculous,  if  he  had  been  taking  of  Mer¬ 
cury  for  five  or  fix  Weeks,:  after  the 
modern  Way. 

f  The' 
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The  above-mentioned  Varandatii  acf- 
monifhes  alfo  thofe  who  are  fubjeft  to 
Quincies,  Fevers,  and  of  a  thin  Habit,  to 
Be  cautious  how  they  ufe  Mercury.  It  is 

'  i 

known  by  every  Body,  that  the  Ufe 
of  Mercury  caufes  a  great  flooding  of 
Lymphe  into  the  Glands  of  the  Mouthy 
and  the  Fauces ;  and  therefore,  thofe  who 
are  fubjed  to  Obftru&ions  in  thofe 
Glands,  as  Perforis  who  Often  have 
Quincies,  Ought  not  to  run  the  rifque 
of  bringing  them  on  by  Mercury.  Per- 
lons  who  often  have  Fevers,  fliotild  be 
jealous  of  Mercury,  becaufe  it  occafions  a 
great  Agitation  of  the  Solids  and  Fluids* 
and  therefore  may  eafily  caufe  Fevers, 
which  is  one  of  the  Reafons  why  Cheyns 
thinks  Mercury  not  fafe  in  the  Cure  of 
them. 

As  for  thin  Habits,  they  are  commonly 
inclinable  to  be  he&ic,  and  as  Mercury 
increafes  the  Velocity  of  the  Blood,  irri¬ 
tates  the  Fibres,  and  promotes  the  Se¬ 
cretion  and  Excretion  of  Lymphe,  it 
cannot  be  good  or  fafe  for  thofe  who  have 
hofte  to  fpare*  In 
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In  a  moft  particular  n>anner  I  would 
admonifh  thofe,  who  are  fubjeft  to  any 
Diforder  of  the  Head,  of  what  Denomi¬ 
nation  foever,  to  be  fhy  of  this  way  of 
u/ing  Mercury,  left  they  repent  when 
5tis  too  late.  As  Mercury  is  a  confefted 
Enemy  to  the  Nerves,  it  is  fo  of  confc- 
quence  to  the  Brain  ,  and  therefore  thofe 
who  labour  under  any  Complaints  owing 
to  the  Brain  or  Nerves,  may  expert  to 
grow  worfe  from  this  way  of  ufing  it. 

I  know  very  well.  Mercury  is  of¬ 
ten  given  in  fome  Complaints  of  that 
Nature,  but  not  in  this  Form,  nor  with¬ 
out  the  Precaution  of  increafing  the  Se- 
cretions  at  the  fame  time,  to  carry  it  off 
one  way  or  other ;  and  even,  that  paraly¬ 
tic  Diforders  have  been  attempted  by 
Salivation,  but  with  what  Succefs,  let 
Experience  declare. 

Many  Cafes  of  this  Nature  might  be 
produced  here,  but  thefe  may  fuffice  to 
warn  the  unwary  >  and,  if  they  do  not* 
as  many  more  would  not  be  enough* 
However,  I  may  occafionally  fay  fome- 

F  2  thing 
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thing  more  to  this  Purpofe,  when  I  come 
to  examine  the  Cafes  Mercury  is  recom? 
mended  in. 

Hitherto  wre  have  confidered  what 
mifehief  Mercury,  thus  lodged  in  the 
Body,  may  do  in  the  remoter  Parts  of  it* 
Let  us  now  view  it  in  the  ‘Prints 

1 t 

The  Inteftines  are  generally  computed 
to  excede  fix  or  feven  times  the  Height 
of  Man  3-  and  as  the  Cavity  they  lie  in 
is  not  very  large,  they  have  various 
Turnings  and  Windings,  both  tide¬ 
ways,  upwards  and  downwards,  to  be 
fitted  to  the  Place.  That  the  Aliments 
and  Faeces  are  carry ’d  up  and  down, 
backwards  and  forwards,  is  a  good 
Initance  of  the  furprizing  Operations  of 
Nature.  This  is  performed  by  means 
of  the  periftaltic  Motion  of  the  Inteftines, 
the  Fibres  moving  forwards  from  the 
Stomach  down  to  the  Anus^  through  the 

-v,“  t  *■  i 

whole  Canal  of  the  In te (lines,  like  a 
Skrew  ^  by  this  means  the  Inteflines  are 
contra&ed,  and  the  Action  of  the  peitor  1 
and  abdominal  Mufcles .  in  Infpiration 

*  **  >  i  -it  ih  -%  7  , 

and 
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and  Expiration,  as  alfo  the  Prefl'ure 
of  the  Diaphragm  affifting  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Aliments  and  Faeces  are  con¬ 
tinually  fqueezed  in  the  Bowels,  and  by 
the  Skrew-like,  or  periftaltic  Motion 
at  laft,  protruded  to  the  Extremity,  the 
j4nus .  The  Valves  of  the  Inteftines  hin¬ 
der  the  Contents  from  falling  back,  when 
moved  upwards;  efpecially,  that  conft- 
dcrable  one  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Colon,  placed  there  to  prevent  the  coming 
back  of  the  Excrements  into  the  Ileum, 
when  they  are  to  afcend  into  the 
Colon. 

Thus  the  Protrufion  of  the  Aliments 

is  accounted  for.  But  it  is  more  difficult 

+ 

to  demonftrate  how  fo  flippery,  and 
ponderous  a  Body  as  Mercury,  doth 
pafs  thro’  the  many  Turnings  and  Wind¬ 
ings  of  the  Inteftines  ,*  which,  if  we  did 
not  know  it  from  Experiments,  we  ihould 
hardly  believe.  However,  this  deferves 
the  Confideration  of  our  Quickfiiver- 
takers.  They  fhould  paufe  a  little  and 
think,  that  if  the  Inteftines  are  not  very 

found 
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found  and  firm,  and  the  periftaltic  Mo* 
tion  very  ftrong  and  adtive,  it  cannot  bo 
very  fafe  to  load  them  with  fo  ponderous 
a  Subftance.  If  the  Mercury  fhould 
prefs  upon  any  decay’d  Part  of  the 
Inteftines,  I  mean,  where  the  Cpats  or 
Membranes  are  lefs  ftrong  and  firm,  it 
may  fo  ftretch  them,  as  to  caufe  violent 
cholic  Pains  ,*  nay,  an  Inflammation,  or 
Gangrene  of  the  Bowels  it  felf.  And 
who  can  affure  us,  that  by  this  means  even 
a  Rupture  of  the  Guts  may  not  happen  ? 
Or  if  fome  of  the  Mercury  fhould  be 
lodged  in  the  Appendix  Vcrmicularis > 
or  blind  Gut,  which  hangs  down  like  a 
little  Bag,  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
Colon,  and  the  End  of  the  Ileum,  it  may 
there  in  time  acquire  a  corrofive  Nature? 
and  deftroy  the  Subftance  of  that  Bowel : 
The  Confequence  of  this  is  not  difficult  to 
guefs ;  after  long  Cholics,  and  a  conftant 
lingering  Pain  in  the  right  Iliac  Region* 
it  muft  end  in  Death. 

As  the  Adtion  of  the  Fibre  is  aug¬ 
mented,  in  proportion  to  the  Force  or 

Pondus 
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Pondus  of  the  Body  impelling  upon  it, 
hence  it  follows,  that  Mercury  may 
occafioii  Spafms,  and  violent  Gripings  in 
the  Boweis,  G'C-  efpecially  in  Bodies 
Whofe  Fibres  are  in  a  fufficient  State  of 
Tenfion.  And  if  what  Sapjtcitis  de 
jibra  motrice ,  and  Heqaet  de  purganda 
medicina ,  affirrii,  that  our  Bodies  are 
more  difpofed  for  Tenfion  than  Relaxa¬ 
tion,  is  true,  the  Danger  is  the  more 
confiderable,  and  oftner  to  be  appre¬ 
hended, 

Froria  this  fame  Principle  Mercury  may 
alfo  caufe  too  quick  a  Protrufion  of  the 
Aliments  thro’  the  inteftinal  Canal  •  and 
fo  hindering  a  due  Separation  of  Chyle, 
the  Orifices  of  the  La&eals  being  likevvife 
too  much  contra&ed,  by  reafon  of  the 
Tenfion,  bring  on  an  Atrophie,  He&ic, 
and  Confumption.  By  fcouring  •  the 
Iriteftiiies  too  much  of  the  Mucus  Intefli - 
naliS)  Mercury  may  alfo  occafion  a  Lien- 
teria,  Diarrhea,  and  Dyfenteria. 

I  might  enumerate  many  more  bad 
Confequences,  that  probably  may  attend 
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the  taking  of  crude  Mercury  :  But  I  at ft 
perfuaded  that  whofoevet  reads  this,  with 
Attention,  will  not  pour  down  into  his 
Guts  fo  precarious  an  Agent,  without 
good  Advice  ;  and  thole  who  have  done 
it  already,  will  tremble  at  the  Thought 
of  it. 

The  ingenious  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  recommends  this  Practice,  does  not 
favour  the  Public  with  any  Rationale 
of  the  manner  of  its  operating  in  the 
human  Body,  neither  does  he  take  notice 
of  any  harm  it  Can  do  there -  if  he  had,’ 
I  am  fure  there  Would  not  be  fuch  a 
Number  of  People,  who  now,  or  here¬ 
after  will,  too  late,'  repent  the  taking* 
of  it.  Whatever  may  have  been  his 
Reafon  for  it,-  I  leave  the  Reader  to 
think  j  for  my  part,  I  dare  to  affirm 

this,  that  fome  Nurfes,  and  even  the 

•  *  ;  .  '  *  &  < 

Grave-diggers,  are  obliged  fb  him 
for  it. 

Come  we  now  to  cohfider  the  Cafes 
Wherein  the  Author  recommends  crude 
Mercury.  I  do  this  not  by  Way  of  err- 
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iicifing  upon  his  Treatife,  but  to  caution 
(he  Public  in  regard  to  this  Pra&ice. 

He  recommends  crude  Mercury  in  the 
Afihma,  Phityfic,  or  Confumption  from 
diftemper  d  Lungs,  the  Stone,  Barrennefs, 
arid  the  Difeafes  of  the  Stomach  and  In- 
.teftines. 

As  an  Afthma,  or  Difficulty  of  Breath¬ 
ing,  proceeds  from  different  Caufes,  fo 
there  are  alfo  various  Degrees  and  Stages 
of  it.  It  proceeds  from  Tusj  thick  or 
mucilaginous  Juices,  or  Polypufes  in  the 
Bronchia^  or  Veficles  of  the  Lungc«' 
The  only  Way  Mercury  helps  fuch 
Afthmas,  mud  be  by  fcouring  and  clean- 
fing  thefe  Parts  from  their  Infar&ions* 
But  if  this  Matter  is  grown  very  tough 
and  hard;  if  Polypufes  and  Scirrhufes 
are  formed,  it  cannot  be  expected  Mer¬ 
cury  will  relieve,  but  rather  aggravate 
the  Cafe,  If  the  Veficles  of  the  Lungs 
arc  grown  hard  and  dry,  or  if  difpofed 
for  Corruption,  pray  what  will  be  the 
Confequence  from  the  violent  Impulfe  of 
the  mercurial  Globules^  but  total  De- 

G  .  ffrn&ion  ? 
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flriidtion  ?  Or  if  the  Afthma  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  from  Confent  of  fome  neighbouring 
Part  diftemper’d,  or  from  too  great  a 

Plenitude,  or  a  natural  Conformation  or 

/  *  f  .  . 

Adherence  of  the  Lungs,  ’tis  eafy  to  per¬ 
ceive  we  may  exped  much  barm  from  the 
Ufe  of  Mercury,  inconfiderately  apply’d. 
Therefore,  tho’  Mercury  may  be  good 
in  fome  Afthmas,  by  cleanfing  the  firft 
Paflages  of  the  vifcid  Flegm,  which  fup- 
plies  the  Infardion  in  the  Lungs,  a  great 
deal  of  Mifchief  may  be  done,  by  giving 
it  promifcuoufly. 

After  the  Author  has  defcribed  a  Con- 
iumption  or  Phtyfic,  in  which  he  fays 
the  Patient  complains  of  a  Sorencfs  in 
his  Breaft,  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Lofs 
of  Appetite,  a  great  Heat  and  Drynefs  in 
the  Palms  of  his  Hands,  with  frequent 
and  fudden  Flufhings  in  his  Face  •  obferve 
•well)  after,  I  fay,  he  has  given  a  Receipt 
to  cure  this  Diforder,  he  concludes, 
cc  and  I  have  of  late  experienced  that 
Cc  Qyiickfilver  is  the  moftijbeneficial  Thing 
cc  in  all  the  World  for  the  Lungs ,  taking 
“  one  Ounce  every  Morning”  I 
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I  mud  own  it  would  be  putting  an 
Affront  upon  the  Doctor’s  Judgment,  to 
appeal  to  Miners,  or  Gilders,  (jc.  after 
his  ipfe  dixit ;  elfe,  I  am  fare,  they 
would  unan imoufly  affirm  the  contrary, 
from  woful  Experience.  Befides,  the 
mercurial  Particles,-  from  the  above 
Theory,  muft  neceffarily  increafe  the 
he&ic  Heat  $  one  of  the  chief  Complaints 
in  this  Difeafe. 

He  recommends  Mercury  alfo  in  the 
Stone,  After  having  difcanted  upon  the 
Stone ,'  or  Nephritis ,  with  fome  Reme¬ 
dies  for  it,  he  fays,  but  you  may  pleafe 
to  try  one  Ounce  of  Qiiickfelver  every 
Morning  for  one  Month:  I  have  known 
this  do  Wonders .  Sure  he  cannot  mean 
it  will  break  or  diffioive  the  Stone  in  thp 
Kidneys,  Ureters,  or  Bladder:  Then 
it  muft  be,  that  the  Doftor  means,  it 
will  cleanfe  thofe  Veflels  from  their 
Saburra,  and  alfo  prevent  its  Return. 
But  this  alfo  is  very  hard  to  account  for: 
If  any  confiderable  Quantity  of  Mercury 
could  reach  thofe  Paffages  as  ealily  a$ 

G  z  thp 
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the  Trims  Vis.  this  Aifertion  would 

'  *  * 

bear  a  good  colour  of  Truth  •  but  as  it 

has  not  been  demonflrated  yet,  that  any 

y  *  '  .  ; 

vi/ible  Quantity  of  Mercury  comes  away 
by  Urine,  I  rnuft  beg  leave  to  keep  in 
Sufpenfe,  till  I  am  better  convinced. 

Moreover,  in  all  Complaints  of  the 
Stomach  from  Indigeftion,  an  Ounce  of 
crude  Mercury  is  alfo  recommended.  I 

»  *  4  t  ,  .  ,  ; 

hear  fome  have  improved  this  Theory, 
and  without  taking  the  Trouble  to  go  to 
the  Druggifts  for  Mercury,  they  fwallow 
any  little  Pebble  or  Pebbles  they  find  in 
their  Walks.  If  Mercury  is  to  a£t  as  a 
Scourer  and  Cleanfer,  I  can’t  help  think¬ 
ing  a  Pebble  will  perform  that  Office 

f  i  1 

better  than  Mercury,  this  being  of  % 
globular  Form,  the  other  having  com¬ 
monly  many  Angles  }  and  if,  by  way  of 
an  Abforbent,  Crabs-eyes  will  anfwer 
the  Purpofe  better,  and  with  lefs 
llifque. 

I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  of  the 
Doctor' s  Aifertion,  very  grand  indeed  ! 
which  is,  that  Quickfiker  never  did  any 

barm. 


barm.  Becaufe,  fays  he,  what  gives 
offence  to  Nature >  is  the  Spicula?,  Toints 
or  Edges ;  Quickfilver  always  retaining 
a  globular  Figure.  Now  as  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prove  above,  that  Quick- 
filver  doth  not  always  retain  a  globular 

■  •  *  *  ;  t 

Form  in  the  Body  ,•  and  that  befides, 
the  Particles  of  Mercury  muft  neceflarily, 
in  circulating  with  the  various  Juices  of 
the  Body,  attraft  many  Spicula ,  and 
according  to  the  Habit,  fometimes  prove 
very  detrimental ;  I  therefore  muft  beg 
leave  to  fay,  that  I  think  this  Aflertion 
is  confuted  by  Reafbn  and  Experience. 

After  we  have  thus  fhewn  the  Reafon 


Why  Mercury  may  do  much  Prejudice 
When  mifapplied ;  we  come,  laftly,  to 
corroborate  this  Theory  from  Fads. 
Was  it  polfible  to  know  all  the  Cafes 
where  it  has  been  detrimental,  I  don’t 
doubt  but  we  fliould  find  all,  or  moft  of 
thofe  Confequences  I  mentioned,  to 


attend  this  inconfiderate  Practice. 


candidly  have  owned  it  has  done,  in 
fome  Afthmas,  Angular  Service :  But  as 

i  i  ■  »  .  i  f  ’s  i  .  s  \ 
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the  Town  is  already  fufficiently  prevented 
in  favour  of  it,  I  hope  I  fliall  not  be 
thought  partial  for  faying  no  more  on 
this  Head ;  my  chief  View  being  to  cau¬ 
tion  People  not  to  run  any  rifque.  To 
fum  up  the  whole :  The  prefent  prafti- 
fing  Phyficians  of  this  Town,  who  with¬ 
out  all  Dilpute  are  a  Set  of  the  moil 
learned  and  judicious  Men  in  Europe, 
all  agree,  that  Mercury  hardly  procures 
any  viiible  Advantage,  but  in  Afthmas 
only. 

And  even  here  it  may  do  mifchiefj 
witnefs,  a  certain  Gentlewoman,  who 
had  an  Afthma,  with  which  flic  expecto¬ 
rated  very  plentifully:  After  fhe  had 
taken  Mercury  fome  time,  flie  ceafed  to 
bring  up  any  Flegm ;  her  Afthmra  was 
converted  into  a  dry  and  convulfive  one, 
and  fhe  too  late  wiihed  for  her  old 
Afthma  again. 

It  has  been  found,  that  this  way  of 
taking  Mercury  will  bring  on  a  Saliva¬ 
tion  ;  an  undeniable  Proof  that  fome  of  it 
enters  the  Blood.  Tho’  this  does  not 

happen 


happen  very  frequently,*  yet,  as  no  one 
is  fure  it  will  not  be  his  Gafe,  I  leave 
the  Reader  to  think  to  what  Danger 
fuch  Perfons  are  expofed,  fined  any,  the 
leaft  Cold,  is  fatal  in  a  Salivation  ,•  occa- 
fioning  violent  Fevers,  Inflammation  of 
the  Jaws,  Cholics,  Dyfenteries,  (jc. 
Or  if  it  only  increafes  the  infenfible  Per- 
fpiration  to  a  great  Degree,  as  fome 
pretend,  Colds  will  produce  analogous 
Diforders,  tho’  in  a  lefs  Degree.  This, 
I  am  apt  to  believe,  has  been  the  Fate  of 
feveral  who  got  violent  Fevers,  Pleuri- 
fies,  and  other  inflammatory  Diforders, 
whilft  they  were  following  this  Courfe. 
Such  Cafes  are  not  uncommon,  if 
People  will  but  own  the  Truth.  And 
I  am  informed  that  a  certain  Knight,  who 
lately  died,  knowing  this  to  be  his  Cafe, 
profeffed  to  his  Friends,  during  his  111- 
nefs,  that  he  had  brought  it  upon  himfelf 
by  taking  of  Mercury.  And  furely  fuch 
Fevers  muft  be  more  dangerous,  the 
Globules  of  Mercury  increafing  the  Velo¬ 
city  of  the  Blood’s  Motion,  as  has  been 
proved  above.  Some 
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Sbme  have  been  taken  with  a  violent 
Spitting  of  Blood,  of  which  two  Perfons 
lately  died  fuddenly.  And  a  Gentleman, 
Who  had  a  Mind  to  be  in  Fafhion,  upon 
taking  fome  crude  Mercury,  was  flung 
into  a  Bloody-flux,  which  obftinately 
baffled  all  the  Skill  of  a  very  eminent 
Phyfician  of  this  City,  who  after  he  had 
try’d  all  the  Materia  Medica  can  afford^ 

was  fain  to  tell  the  Patient  he  could  do 

/ 

no  more  for  him,  and  to  relinquifh  him 
to  Fate. 

i  ,  * 

A  Gentleman  came  to  "Bath  laft  Sum¬ 
mer,  for  a  paralytic  Diforder  in  both  his 
Arms ;  for  which  he  confulted  a  noted 
Phyfician  of  the  Place,  by  whofe  Advice,5 
-and  the  Ufe  of  the  Waters,  he  was  con- 
fiderably  relieved :  And  Mercury  coming 
at  that  time  much  into  Vogue,  fome 
body  ask’d  him,  why  he  did  not  take 
Mercury,  which  had  done  wonderful 
Cures  ?  Whereupon  the  Gentleman, 
without  telling  his  Doctor  of  it,  took 
fome  j  but  foon  experienced,  to  his  Sor¬ 
row,  its  fad  Effects ;  for  he  relapfed, 

■  1  and 
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and  his  Lamenefs  became  worfe  than 
before :  An  evident  Proof  how  prejudi¬ 
cial  it  is  to  the  Nerves. 

This  brings  me  to  mention  a  Cafe 
of  one,  who,  after  he  had  been  taking 
Mercury  for  feme  time,  loft  his  Senfes, 
and  has  been  feveral  Weeks  under  the 
Care  of  a  Phylician,  dcfervedly  famous 
for  this  kind  of  Diforder.  He  had 
never  had  any  Symptoms  of  Madnefs 
before,  neither  are  any  of  his  Family 
fubjed  to  it.  Some  pretend  that  Grief 
for  the  Lofs  of  a  Relation  was  the  Caufe ; 
but  it  was  never  fufpeded,  by  thofe  who 
converfed  with  him,  his  Sorrow  would 
produce  any  fuch  Effed.  Others  fay  it 
could  not  come  from  the  Mercury,  he 
having  left  it  off  feme  time.  But,' 
according  to  my  Theory,  the  Effed 
might  fhew  it  felf  feme  time  after,’ 
feme  Particles  of  the  Mercury  remaining 
lodged  in  thofe  Parts  fubfervient  to  the 
rational  Faculties.  The  Fad  is  true ; 
the  Perfon  took  crude  Mercury,  and  he 

H  loft 
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loft  his  Senfes :  And  if  there  is  but  a  bare 
Poflibility  for  fuch  a  Cataftrophe,  I  defy 
any  one  to  pour  Mercury  down  unad- 
vifedly,  without  trembling  for  fear  of 
fuch  dreadful  Confequences. 

A  Gentleman  of  a  very  good  Eftate 
in  MJJix ,  who  had  been  formerly  a  Linen- ; 
[Draper,  having  taken  Mercury  with  good 
Succefs  for  an  Afthma,  extoll’d  the 
Excellencies  of  it  to  all  his  Acquaintance. 
After  he  had  ufed  it  for  about  a  Year, 
his  Afthma  being  almoft  cured,  he  drap'd 
down  dead  fuddenly  in  the  Veftry. 
Another  Mercury- taker,  not  far  from 
Stoch-Marht ,  died  alfo  not  long  fince 
of  an  Apoplexy*  And  I  leave  it  to 
farther  Obfervation,  whether  the  late 
Inereafe  of  fibdden  Deaths,  is  not  in  fome 
meafure  owing  to  this  Practice. 

A  Gentleman  in  Toely~ftreet,  took 
Mercury  for  a  Pain  in  the  Small  of 
his  Back,-  fuppofed  to  proceed  from,  the 
Kidneys.  He  grew  eaficr  of  his  Pain, 
and  refted  better  at  Nights  than  before  j 

H  but 
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but  his  Legs  broke  out  in  great  Blotdhes, 
covered  with  Scurf,  which  terrified  him 
fo,  that  he  fent  for  a  Phyfician  and  Apo-. 
thecary,  under  wbofe  Hands  be  continued 
fome  time,  but  has  not  thought  proper 
to  venture  upon  crude  Mercury  again. 

A  very  worthy  Gentleman  of  Cook's, 
Court ,  took  Mercury  for  an  Afthma,  but 
died  foon  after  of  a  violent  Fever ;  which 
all  his  Friends  unanimoufly  impute  to 
this  imprudent  Practice. 

Thefe  Cafes  may  fuffice  at  prefcnt, 
fince  I  hope  to  have  another  Opportunity 
to  be  more  ample  on  this  Subject.  I 
cannot  difmifs  the  Reader  without  admo- 
nilhing  him,  very  ferioufly,  to  be  cau¬ 
tious  how  he  meddles  with  this  dangerous 
Remedy.  No  Medicine  upon  Earth  is 
good  at  all  Times,  and  in  all  Perfons  ; 
and  a  powerful  Drug  may  as  well  do 
much  Harm  as  Good,  according  as  it 
Is  applied.  I  have  proved,  that  crude 
Mercury  may  polfibly  be  prejudicial  in 
the  firft  Paffages,  and,  when  convey’d 
into  the  Blood,  exert  its  Power  in  a 

moft 


t 


x 


p  The  Ufe  and  Atufc  &c. 
moft  dangerous  manner*  and  confirm’d 
it  by  Fails,  the  Truth  whereof  is  in- 
conteftible.  And  by  this  time,  I  flatter 
my  felf,  the  Reader  is  convinced  that1 
crude  Mercury  is  a  dangerous  Medicine,* 
and  cannot  begood  in  all  Cafes*  which  is  the  ’ 
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